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Firstly, we have the drive by the EU centralisers who 
wish to build a highly centralised power structure over 
and above the member-states. These are directly con-
nected to and work to secure the interests of European 
mon opoly capitalism and the big economic and political 
powers within the European Union. These forces over the 
last three decades have been working away at establish-
ing the political structures, 
push ing through the neces-
sary economic and political 
treaties to bring this about. 
This course of events is the 
neces sary working out of the 
logical developments with in 
capi tal ism, towards mon-
opoly, towards the com bin-
ing of national units of mon-
opoly capitalism, which, un-
able to defend their inter ests separ ately, need to com bine 
in order to defend and advance their economic and 
political interests from global com pe tition from such 
economic powers as Japan and the United States.

The additional complicating factor was the existence 
of socialism (weak and underdeveloped as it was) on the 
Euro pean continent. This meant that European mon-
opolies and their political representatives had to make 
the necessary compromises with the working class in 
order to buy and secure their continued support. This was 
facili tated by the inĢ uence of social democracy within the 
work ing class.

The defeat of the EU Constitutional Treaty in France 
and the Netherlands was a major surprise and sent huge 
shock waves throughout the EU elites. They covered their 
shock and confusion in the aftermath of this defeat with 
the call for a æperiod of reĢ ectionçåhoping in the mean-
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time to pull something together.
Alongside this was the continued application of the 

Lisbon Agenda, which is about the deregulation of 
services and the opening up of the public service to com pe-
tition. Since the dismantling of socialism and the re-
colonisation of eastern Europe, the European Union has a 
massive pool of cheap labour at its disposal right on its 

door step. The new eastern 
Euro pean governments were 
to provide supplies of cheap 
labour, which would become 
the battering-ram that 
would break down the social 
advances made by western 
Euro pean workers, won over 
six decades, and undo the 
con ces sions that Euro pean 
capi tal ism was forced to 

make to the workers. The Bolkestein Directive was to be 
the means of bringing this about.

But now European workers have decided that this 
course of events is not in their interest. Swedish building 
workers have blocked a Latvian building company from 
start ing a major construction project in Sweden employ-
ing Latvian workers at Latvian rates of pay. The resist-
ance of the Swedish building workers forced their govern-
ment to rescind the contract with the Latvian company. 
The EU Commission is supporting the position of the 
Latvian companyåwith the EU commissioner Charlie 
McCreevy row ing in behind the company. The Swedish 
govern ment told McCreevy and the Commission to stop 
inter fer ing, as they were stirring up anti-EU feelings.

If they canét bully the Swedish government and 
workers into allowing Latvian companies employing 
Latvian workers into building projects or any other sector 

The crisis within the European 
Union deepens

THERE are now a number of contradictory processes operating within the European 
Union that have the potential to create deep Ģ ssures, leading to ruptures or even 

funda mental breaks within the EU structures.

The principle I state, and mean to stand upon, is this, that the entire ownership of Ireland, 
moral and material, up to the sun, and down to the centre, is vested of right in the people of 
Ireland . . . In other, if not plainer words, I hold and maintain that the entire soil of a country 
belongs of right to the entire people of that country, and is the rightful property, not of any 
one class, but of the nation at large . . .åJames Fintan Lalor (Irish Felon, (Irish Felon, (  24 June 1848) çæ

The race to the 
bottom could be 
the undoing of the 
European Union
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of the economy in Sweden at Latvian rates of pay, this 
drives a coach and horses through the whole EU project.

If they do force the Swedish government to back down, 
they are ġ nished. Sweden kept its currency, the kroner, 
as part of its strong opposition to EU integration. If the 
Swedes are forced to make a choice between the Euro-
pean Union and their social model, the likelihood is that 
the European Union will lose. This will send shock waves 
through Finland, Denmark, and Germany.

This has further exposed the slavish role played by 
such bodies as the ETUC, ATTAC, and the remnants of 
social democracy, who are more concerned about saving 
the European Union from itself than about defending and 

advan cing workersé social gains.
The very process of forcing a single market and the 

race to the bottom could quite possibly be the un doing 
of the European Union itself. Roll on the day!
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The great oil and gas rip-off
EVERY family in Ireland is now paying higher prices for oil and gas. An Bord G§is has 

put up the price of gas by 25 per cent, which tens of thousands of homes use for cooking 
and heating. The ESB has raised electricity prices by 8 per cent; petrol prices went through 
the roof, from around 89 cents per litre to around 115 cents per litre, in the space of a 
month.

The reason for the increased prices was the shutting 
down of oil-reġ ning and oil production facilities in the 
Gulf of Mexico after Hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans. 
Clearly the opportunity to make a smash-and-grab by the 
oil monopolies was a very signiġ cant factor. The price of 
oil on the global market has dropped, but not at the petrol 
pump nor in the form of heating oil.

Recent ġ gures released about the proġ ts made in the 
third quarter of the year show that the oil monopolies 
have made a killing. Five oil companiesåExxon Mobil, 
BP, Royal Dutch Shell, Chevron, and Conoco Phillipså
have reported $32.8 billion in after-tax proġ ts, a rate of have reported $32.8 billion in after-tax proġ ts, a rate of 

Õ
have reported $32.8 billion in after-tax proġ ts, a rate of 

ÕÕ
have reported $32.8 billion in after-tax proġ ts, a rate of 

ÕÕ
have reported $32.8 billion in after-tax proġ ts, a rate of 

Õ
around $360 million a day.

This rip-oģ  is being paid for by every working family 
in this country. It is another good reason why Irish 
natural resources, both north and south, should be under 
public ownership. This would provide us with price 
stability; it would allow us to use these resources to 
beneġ t the whole of our nation, north and south. It would 
provide the opportunity to give preferential treatment to 
manu facturing in order to help rebuild the manufacturing 
base in Ireland, north and south.

The Irish government should be looking at ways and 
means of undoing the rip-oģ  that the Irish people have 
suģ ered in this drive by the monopolies. Some form of 
wind fall tax should be looked at.

Taking into public ownership the natural resources 
and claiming ownership over the seas around the 
whole of the island would win support right across the 
divide in the North and unite working people north 
and south in pro gres sive struggle for a shared future.
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Irish and British airports
used for torture ðights

THE Irish government continues the pretence that somehow we are not involved in the 
war in Iraq now being fought by the United States and its allies, which at this point in 

time they appear to be losing.
This year alone it is estimated that more than a thou-

sand US military Ģ ights passed either through Irish air 
space or through Shannon Airport, compared with 872 in 
2003 and 973 in 2004. The use of Shannon is now at its 
greatest level since the Iraqi war started in March 2003.

Not one US military aircraft that has landed at 
Shannon has been searched or inspected by the Irish 
authorities. There have been numerous requests to the 
Depart ment of Justice to inspect these aircraft to ensure 
that they are complying with our rules in relation to the 
ship ment of military equipment without permission.

To add insult to injury, we have to pay for the privilege 
of the US war machine using our facilities at Shannon 
Air port. Irish workers will pay î5 million in charges for 
these Ģ ights this year alone; in 2004  we paid î3Ĝ 
million.

Another area of serious concern is the fact that both 
Shannon and Aldergrove Airport in Belfast have been 
used for the trans-
port of prisoners 
from both Iraq 
and Afghani stan, 
as well as others 
who have been kid-
napped from 
numer ous other 
countries illegally 
by the CIA and 
brought to third 
countries that 
have a notori ous 
repu tation for tor-
ture. These tor-
ture Ģ ights are 
dis guised by the 
use of CIA intelli-
gence jargon. 
They donét call it 
tor ture any more: ités æextra ordin ary 
ren dition.ç What this means is that the 
United Sates and its allies donét torture 
suspects directly if they can help it but 
they sub contract that work out to 
countries like Egypt, Jordan, Morocco, 
Afghanistan, Yemen, Uzbeki stan, and 
Syria (yes, one of the ærogue statesç). 
These countries carry out the initial 
torture, break ing the priso ners, who 
are then handed back to the CIA to be 
brought to the Guant§namo baseåa 
part of Cuba occu pied by the United 
States.

Aldergrove is one of nineteen air-
ports in Britain and the north of Ire-

land that are being used for these secret kidnapping 
oper ations. It is esti mated that 210 such torture Ģ ights 
have taken place since 2001 from British airports and 
some times using Aldergrove.

Some of our European neighbours have respect for 
their own laws and do not completely bow the knee to the 
Yanks. An example is Denmark, which has banned un-
author ised CIA Ģ ights from its air space.

Most if not all European governments, including the 
Irish and British, have signed the UN Convention 
Against Torture as well as domestic laws, so not only have 
they signed up not to use torture but they are obliged to 
do all in their power to stop it and to bring those who have 
been accused of torture to justice. Our government, by 
doing nothing and actively turning a blind eye to US mili-
tary and CIA Ģ ights through Shannon, is complicit in 
tor ture and is breaking international and domestic law.

It is clear that we need to step up the campaign to have 
Shannon closed to the US 
mili tary machine, and also 
Alder grove. There should be 
no use of any part of Ireland 
for the United States and its 
allies to inĢ ict war, repres-
sion and violence on the 
peoples of the world.




