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Lescons from the
contractors’ dispute

HE strike by several thousand electricians could ls®en as a test of union strength within

the private sector, and in that regard it is a testhat they passed with notable success.
While the strike was rooted in the electrical conacting industry and in the nature of pay
determination for that sector, the strong support amag other private-sector unions has
made it something more than simply an electricians’ spute.

In many ways the strike fulled with many unions relishing the nature contractors was enough taally get
some of the original objectives of theof the TEEU’s success and providinghe Government to introduce measures
proposed national strike on the 30th ofencouragement to the bigger unionsto safely ground employment regu-
March. While the electricians’ disputesuch as SIPTU and Unite, that reallation orders in the Oireachtas, thus
was smaller in scale, it was nonethelesggains might be secured by going on thensulating registered employment
an impressive show of strength withino ensive. agreements from legal challenge. Previ-
its industry. IBEC has already recognised this, asusly this proposal lingered on without

The TEEU not only secured a 4.9evident by Brendan McGinty’s recentresolution as incessant meetings
per cent recommendation from thescaremongering on RTE Radio ovebetween ICTU leaders and the Govern-
Labour Court but also sent a messagdack O’Connor's comments on a susnent produced little results.
to the ICTU. Congress leaders wergained campaign of action. Employers, This resonates with the lessons
thus unable to use the recent biannuabf course, would much prefer to emasfrom last year, when the resistance
conference as a showcase for thegulate unions behind the dead-endhown by pensioners forced a retreat
agenda nationally, which has hithertostrategy of “social partnership.” by the Government on medical cards at
amounted to little more than an over- As the Communist Party has beena time when all that the leadership of
zealous attempt to secure agreemerdirguing in recent months, the situationthe trade union movement could
with the Government and cling to theis now so serious that the labour movemanage was a call for a meeting with
concept of “social partnership.” ment must either become radical or bahe Government to discuss its con-

Furthermore, it seems to haveredundant. The party notes how thecerns. Again, it is clear which approach
further prompted a shift in thinking, strong resistance shown by electricaproduces results.

The Thomas Cook o IR

» The second referendum: An
_IGHTY gardai assembled in Dublin for a dawn raid on| a rontto the Irish people  p. 2
L_the 4th of August. Was it to frustrate a terrorisplot? Was |* Workers in struggle p.3
it to combat gangland violence? Or had they a missido |* Rialtas gan dualgais shéisialta
round up the delinquent bankers, property speculatorand | IS cuspoir do Bhord an Luain p. 3

corrupt politicians who crashed our economy? Eégﬁ'g;ﬁ;ﬂi'gﬂéh;:;?t P-4

No: it was to arrest a group ofin the front door and arrest the| ratings! p.5
workers occupying the premises ofvorkers, along with a few “revolu{,
Thomas Cook Ltd, their employer,tionary” hitch-hikers looking for a day Bankrupt politicians and

which had arbitrarily closed down itsin court. . gs&logilcsltght?:r?ga:sleted p- 6
business in the Republic, throwing its There are many companies in ser uranirl)ng P 0.7

employees out of work with only theous trouble in the present crisis, strug .
statutory redundancy payment. gling to survive and not always sud * "€ coup in Honduras p.8
The brave gardai proceeded to kickeeding. Thomas Cook is not one

There’s class warfare, all right, but it's my ¢l#éiss rich class, that's making war, ar]
we're winning.-Warren Bu et (American speculator, second-richest person in 4ne
world), quoted ilfNew York Times=26 November 2006.




them: it can still declare healthy pts 0 ensive against the working class byhrough to the leadership of the ICTU,
and reward its chief executive with arthe employers and the state. who remained silent throughout the
increase of 34 per cent and a bonus of The support the Thomas Cookdispute, apparently still committed to
£5 million. It could easily aord to workers received from their own union,the failed policy of collaboration with
meet the demands of the workers fothe TSSA, from Unite and SIPTU andthe employers and the state. The
more generous redundancy terms. from trade wunionists generally, isworkers got more sympathy from the
Instead it sought to take advantageheartening. It shows that aght-back judge, who let them go without ane
of the crisis atmosphere to attack itsis indeed possible. or a jail sentence, than they did from
workers. This is part of the general Itis a pity the message has not goDavid Begg.

The second referendum on the Lisbon T
An affront to the Irish people

HE Government has announced that the second referenduom the already rejected

Lisbon Treaty will take place on the 2nd of Octoberhis was the green light for the Yes
side to get into full swing. It also allowed them copfete access to the mass media, in particu-
lar to RTE, the state-controlled television and radio, tpump out pro-Yes propaganda without
having to a ord the No campaign equality in air time.

With the writ for holding the refer- North of Ireland, could not manage tospent millions on false propaganda,
endum not moved yet, the obligation tatter one word. while Government front organisations
present a balance of Yes and No argu- The Government strategy is clearhave access to endless amounts of
ments in relation to the debate doego imply that it has secured Ireland’smoney and resources.
not come into play. This was a cleventerests in the form of the so-called Irish workers need once again to
strategic move by the Government.  guarantees and to show that all sercome out and vote No. Workers

When Cowen swaggered home frosible people who voted No the last timéhroughout the European Union are
Brussels waving his “guarantees” likbave come to their senses and are namder attack from decisions made by
Neville Chamberlain coming back fronback on message. They are attemptinfpje European Court of Justice, using
Berlin, the media campaign moved upo present the case that the Irishprevious treaties.
another gear to browbeat people intpeople are out of step with the people If the Lisbon Treaty is carried it will
changing their minds and voting Yes. in the other member-states; yet theyconsolidate and set in stone the policies

These guarantees are of little valuehave to acknowledge that, if given th@ow being pursued by the European
as they are only political commitmentgdemocratic right to vote on this treaty,Union. It will entrench neo-liberalism
and are not legally binding. They are éhe overwhelming majority of peopleand the primacy of the market, making

g-leaf to cover this Government'shroughout the European Union wouldthe rights of corporations superior to
abject failure to defend the democraticeject it. They are also attempting tothose of workers.
decision of its own people. portray the No campaign as a motley The response from

Since the Government announcedrew of no-hopers and extremistspeople must be a clear No.
the date we have seen a mushroominigcluding communists.
of supposedly “people’s” organisations The arguments presented by the N
campaigning for a Yes vote. On theampaign last time remain valid; an
weekend after the EU summit meetinghe very fact that both the establish
at which Cowen secured his “guaranmment and its political parties and the

the Irish

0

One cheer for Pat Cox!
For several years the European

tees” a series of articles had alreadyhole of the EU corporate elite hav
been written and planted in the Sundayefused to accept the right of the Irish
papers, and radio programmes hageople to say No, as they rejected bo
been primed to do interviews. the French and Dutch No votes, is
On Sunday afternoon a new grouglear example of the huge assault beir
was unveiled to the public, calling itseltarried out on democratic opinion.
“Ireland for Europe.” It is headed by If the Irish people reject this treaty
the corporate lobbyist and former MEPagain it will not aect our position in
Pat Cox. This group has been attemptzurope but will in fact keep whateve
ing to present itself as anti-in uence we have; for if the Lisbo
establishment and opposed to all th&reaty goes through, the larger states
establishment parties. Included in itssuch as Germany, France, and Britair
ranks are people who voted No thet  will further consolidate their domi-
time round but who now see the erromance with the proposed voting struc
of their ways, including naive souls likeure, new areas in which the veto wil
Robby Keane, as well as former polbe removed, and new areas of majori
ticians, corporate representatives, ansgoting based on population.
some trade union leaders, both past This is not just a battle for the Irish
and present, whose collective contripeople alone but is a battle bein
bution to the labour movement couldfought on lIrish soil for the future of
be recorded on the back of a postagkemocracy throughout Europe. It is the
stamp. It also includes the tame poetluty of all progressive forces to sho
and court jester Séamus Heaney, whapaximum support for democratic
over nearly four decades of civil rightforces in Ireland by every means nece
struggle and armed coitt in the sary. Already the EU Commission ha

Commission has been publicly pur-

suing the crooked monopoly Micr
soft for violation of EU antiq
competitive regulations. Happily fg
all, a deal has been worked @
whereby Microsoft will not have t
pay the millions in nes that were
threatened, nor to change signi
cantly any of its corrupt practices.
Much of the credit for this happ
outcome must go to our own P
Cox, president of the Europes
Movement, founder-member of th
Progressive  Democrats, form
president of the European Parli
ment, and head of the Irish Gover|
ment’s front organisation campaig
ing for a Yes vote, who also happe
to be a member of the “Microsq
European Advisory Council"™—a
the “Pzer Europe Advisory
Council,” and the “Conseil d
Surveillance Michelin,” and . . .
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WORKERS IN STRUC

Y

Peel Ports, Marine Terminal, Dublin Port  Fifty workers at Carroll's Joinery on strike

Forty-two members of SIPTU have been on strike for At Carroll's Joinery in Ballingarry, Co. Kilkenny, fty
more than a month at Peel Ports in the Marine Termal workers, members of SIPTU and UCATT, are in dispute
at Dublin Port over the company’s attempt to enfoepay over the company’s refusal to implement a Labour G
cuts and redundancies and its refusal to negotiateith recommendation for severance pay of four weeks pgear
the union. A Dublin Port Workers’ Support Group has of service. The company, which manufactures doors,
organised a number of demonstrations in solidarityith ~windows, and other joinery products, closed the Bial-
the striking SIPTU workers. garry plant on the 17th of July. The workers are hlocal
Recently more than three hundred people from the people and have been shocked at the loss of theing. “It
communities of East Wall, Irishtown and Ringsend,no was a devastating blow to us,” one striker said,s‘ahere
both sides of the Liey, joined together to hold a protest are little or no prospects of nding work in this area.”
at the Marine Terminal. New solidarity actions are

planned. Mr Binman on strike for eleven weeks

On the 25th of March workers at Mr Binman in Carric
on-Suir, Co. Tipperary, a privatised bin company, ere
called in to a general meeting. The company demarntla
pay cut of 10 per cent across the board, then tigited the
screw by bringing individual workers in and demandig
cuts of 20, 30, 40 and even 49 per cent, as well as
signi cant changes in terms and conditions.
SUPPORT The workers decided to get unionised and joined
DUBLIN SIPTU. The company refused to recognise the unionto
gt negotiate with it, and strike notice was served. Eh
,‘ ORT & | company has resorted to bringing in scabs.
¥ WORKERS : ; Pickets have since spread to Ballyneety, Co. Linmukj
' . and Dungarvan, Co. Waterford. The owner of the
company, Martin Sheahan, is seeking an injunctioo ban
pickets. He is quoted in an interview in thdarmer’s
Journal as saying, “I consider myself the union here.”

Rialtas gan dualgais shoisialta
IS cuspoir do Bhord an Luain

S é is cuspéir do Bhord Mhic Charthaigh—Bord an Luairdeireadh go deo a chur le

coincheap daonsaisialach an stat a thainig chun cinn sémchiu haois, is € sin an coincheap
go raibh dualgas ar an stat a chinntid go mbeadh ioscighidean maireachtala ag gach
saoranach, go gcuirfi bunis oideachais ar fail saor insgie do chach, go nglacfadh an stat
freagracht as ciram a dhéanamh de sheirbhisi slainte amh6rphobail, agus go gcuirfeadh an
stat le cur chun cinn an chultdir agus na n-ealaion leach mbeidis siud teoranta do lucht an
airgid.

Cuireadh go mor leis an stat daonar ior na spéire—nach raibh aon dul ado thromlach na ndaoine, agus
séisialach an wuair a bhi na staitacu ach géilleadh do na héilimh bahruthaigh sé sochai ina bhféadfadh
shoisialacha san Eoraip faoi bhlathbhunisai ag an gcosmhuintir. Dul churdaoine a bheith déchasach go dtiocfadh

Thuig aicmi tiarnais—agus iadcinn iontach mér a bhi sa stat daonfeabhas ar a saol, n6 ar a laghad ar
scanraithe le haisling an tsdisialachaisdisialach: chinntigh sé faociseamh mdshaol a gclainne.




Ar ndéigh, ni raibh lucht rachmais Bhord an Luain. Ma ta daoine (ata go Dar leo, is seaféideach an rud é go
sasta riamh leis seo. Ni fhéadfamaith as) buartha faoi, is féidir leo dul ibhfuil an stat ag ioc pinsin de chineal
seirbhisi an stait dhaonsaisialaigh anbun gniomhaiochta carthanachta. ar bith le daoine: déanadh daoine a
choinneail ar aghaidh gan dianchoéras Cuidionn sé le rachmasaéiri na Stasocruithe féin faoi phinsean! Agus
canach a chur i bhfeidhm, is é sin méidontaithe go bhfuil an pildratanachasmaidir le pinsean seanaoise ... Ta
airithe maoine a aistri uathu sitd ago laidir sa chultir ansin, agus is dedaoine ag maireachtail i bhfad nios
bhfuil i bhfad an iomarca acu go dti ardhldth agus d'inneach an phidratan{aide na laethanta seo, moér an trua!
morphobal tri chéile. achais an creideamh gur ar na boicht Ni chreideann siad go bhfuil dualgas

Sna  Stait Aontaithe  bionn até an locht go bhfuil siad bocht. Ta sér an stat cuidia le tuismitheoiri paisti
coimeddaithe de shior ag caint aseo le brath freisin ar chaint Mhica thégail. Ta cuid againn den tuairim
“rialtas beag.” Is é an t-idéal a bhionrCharthaigh. go bhfuil na paisti ar an maoin is
acu go ngearrfai siar cdraimi an stait le Is Iéir gur firéin de chuid eaglais antabhachtai atd ag an naisiin; ach
nach mbeadh d’'aidhm aige ach an difialtais bhig” iad an Carthach agus dnaisitn,” “sochai,” “pobal,” “cultGr’—ni
agus an tsiochain a choimead, né, lenadhomhghleacaithe ar Bhord an Luainchiallaionn na téarmai sin dada do
a ra ar bhealach eile, naimhdeBa mhaith leo go mbeadh a laghad@hord an Luain; nil ait sa mhargadh
eachtracha a chur 6 dhoras agus mi-ohoine agus is féidir fostaithe ag an stal6ibh. (Cé go ndeirtear go gceapann
(freastra inmheanach) a chosc. Ndgus go mbeadh a laghad agus is féidiuid acu gurb ionann “cultar” agus
bheadh sa rialtas ach coiste de chuid & n-ioc leo. Ba mhaith leo freisin“The Fields of Athenry” a chasadh in
haicme tiarnais, ba chuma cad iad nalraimi an stait a laghddi chomh mérDoheny and Nesbitt's ar a ceathair a
cosulachtai daonlathacha a bheadh agus is féidir (fad is nach gcuirtear forehlog ar maidin.)
dhromchla an chérais pholaititil. lAmhas an chaipitleachais i mbaol). Cuireann siad in aghaidh
D’fheidhmeodh rialtas beag mar lucht Is cosuil nach gcreideann siad sauideachtai staturraithe, go hairithe
faire a choiscfeadh cur isteach ar atsochai, ar n6s Margaret Thatcher. Nima bhionn siad ag feidhmit go maith,
margadh n6 ar an gcoras caipitleach. sa saol déibh ach geilleagar, agus nil sa n6s Bhus Eireann né BSL, cuirim i

Is é is mian do thacadoiri seo argheilleagar ach margadh. Ba mhaitlgcds. Ma bhionn costas le hioc ar
“rialtais bhig” an geilleagar a shaoraddeo an Margadh Diaga a chur isheirbhis t4 siad ina coinne ar an gcuis
6 shrian ar bith seachas an margadh. Igceannas san oideachas, sa chémsia; ma bhionn teacht isteach 6
geall le dia-mhasla é ina n-intinn aoreighis, sna healaiona, agus sa saol gheirbhis creideann siad go mba cheart
chur isteach ar an margadh, olc, maithfad. Ma t4 oideachas, dea-shlainte agg® mbeadh an teacht isteach sin ag an
n6 dona. Beidh roinnt mhaith daoinecomhshaol follain de dhith ar dhaoinegarnéil phriobhéaideach.
thios le luaineachtai an mhargaidh docaidis as! Agus munar féidir ... ? A, Té Bord an Luain tar éis cogadh a
thrath go chéile. Beidh cuid acu thiosohuel! Is bocht an scéal €, ach ni cheafthidgairt ar lucht oibre na hEireann.
leis an t-am ar fad. Ni ceart go mbaingo mbainfeadh sé leis an stat. Ar &uirimis lui na bhféd orthu!
feadh sé sin leis an stéat, a deir leithéidaghad beidh “rogha” acu! [MMA]

NAMA: socialising the debt

HE Government has produced its draft legislation outling the legal ground rules and the

role of the National Assets Management Agency. ltgpis to take anything up to €90 billion
in bad loans o the books of those banks that have opted for theo@rnment guarantee
scheme. What this will mean is that the Governmentilitake the bad loans o the banks’
hands, and in return the banks will get Government Inals or securities.

As the total gure for all partici- Irish Banks, may be in the area of €60make sure that the state (i.e. the tax-
pating banks may be close to €9illion. Recently it emerged that payer) will pay the best prices for these
billion, the combined gure for the two property developers and speculatorgoxic assets and no doubt over time will
main banks, Bank of Ireland and Alliedhave taken out and secured multi-sell them o at knock-down prices.
pliable loans with dierent banks and We will be buying up not alone land

; nancial institutions, using the samebanks around our towns and cities but
How are the mighty fallen! assets as collateral. property from Dublin to Shanghai; and
The oth_er Slde_ of Government NAMA will have its own “separate”when we havenished buying up very
economic  policy—rying  to management, with people recruiteddodgy properties we will have to give
ensure a soft landing for its| from the very same corporate interestghe banks further money in order to re-
banker and speculator sponsors that one way or another will be benecapitalise them. There is also no guar-
—could be facing a problem ciaries of this mass shift of debt ontcantee that, even after the removal of
thanks to the collapse of Zoe the backs of working people. Theist these bad debts and the re-
Properties. The refusal by Mr| Priority, as is the state’s, will be tocapitalisation of the the banks, small
Justice Kelly to grant examiner- protect the interests of the ruling elite. rms will have access to new loans to
ship (now under appeal in the Valuations by NAMA are determinedkeep their businesses@at. This is all

Id ¢t by the EU Central Bank, which states:designed to keep internationahance
Supreme Court) could pu S| “The overriding consideration at thehouses on side.
property on the market, where it|  c,rent juncture is the maintenance of It appears that the Government
might make about half the price nancial stability and the restoration ofwants to pay over and above the
NAMA is prepared to pay for its| an adequate ow of credit to the current market value of these
“toxic assets.” The total subservir economy.” properties. They are willing to pay
ence of lIrish politicians, in Experience has shown that governmore than twice the current value,
government or opposition, to| ments in societies like ours will sellwhich is to reect the potential longer-
national and international cheap and buy dear. The example dérm economic value of the assets. In
capital is clearer than ever. Telecom Eireann, were the state sol@ther words, lIrish taxpayers will be
cheaply, shows that the banks willbuying a pig in a poke.




The big nancial backers of the So whichever way you look at it, thebe cut.
establishment parties will walk away,banks and their shareholders win and « Thousands more jobs will be lost, in
with the state taking over responsi-workers and taxpayers pay a venboth the public and the private sector.
bility for their debts. Then they can heavy price. You can also be sure thate Private and corporate shareholders
start all over again. A casual look at thehe banks will not be paying any tax onin the banks will carry no risk and will
register of political donations to the the transfer of these assets to the stategain the most.

establishment parties reveals a who’$Vorkers lose every way. This is a case of lIrish workers
who of bankers, builders, and property « The state will have to pay highertaking all the pain. The much-talked-
speculators. interest on its borrowings inter- about “sharing the pain” is nothing

This is simply throwing good moneynationally, as its credit rating is goingmore than a ruse to cover a major
after bad, with banks still tottering on down. attack on workers and their families,

the brink and all the taxpayers’ money ¢« More and more state revenue willwhile the rich and powerful minority

owing out to meet the banks’ andbe spent trying to service theseclass remain rmly entrenched and

nancial institutions’ international borrowings. retain control over the reins of econ-
debtors. * More and more public services willomic and thereby political power.

Poor standards and credit ratings

S;I\'IANDARD and Poor’'s is a nancial services company famous for rating the credit-
orthiness of individuals, companies, and states. Mqseople would have heard of AAA
ratings or of states being downgraded to AA+ and pgeps also of the S&P 500-ve hundred
of the largest stocks traded in the United States.

Standard and Poor's supposedlgxpensive for the Government to Interestingly, Standard and Poor’s
provides an independent analysis of thborrow money. This downgrading willwas brought before a US Congressional
ability of the subject to pay back acost taxpayers money and is a corecommittee to explain its poor standard
loan, thus providing the lender with tributing factor in the crisis in public in credit-rating, and failed to convince.
information and ratings on which to accounts that we hear so much aboutYet months later it is still given media
base the interest rate at which thelnterestingly, while  public-sector attention and serious consideration, is
money will be lent. The worse theworkers and their unions are seen astill a determinant of interest rates on
rating, the higher the risk, and the part of the problem, the role of theseloans, arguably forced Brown’s Cabinet
greater the interest the subject will rating agencies is never questioned. reshu e in Britain, and in April 2009
have to pay. This process raises several vitatalled for “new faces” in the lIrish

“Sovereign credit ratings” are thosequestions. How  sovereign  areGovernment—a blatant attempt to
provided by companies such a$sovereign states”? How independendirectly interfere in our aairs
Standard and Poor's to sovereigrare these rating agencies? And, mogglthough they may have been right
countries, such as lIreland. So inimportantly, why (not how) did these about that!).
essence this company (a division cohting agencies continually give the But truly, how independent are
McGraw-Hill Inc., a publicly traded highest and best credit ratings toan- they, structurally, and the individuals
company) determines how expensive itial companies and their products thainvolved? They are anancial services
is for the Irish Government to borrow were on the brink of collapse andagency; without the nancial services
money and so is a determining factor ivhose  lending-capital ratiog@ wereand con lex structures and procedures
the perceived necessity to raise taxeappallingly skewed? T
upon its citizens. Clearly, “sovereign states” afnot i

In simple terms, the rating this fact sovereign and the sole det@@mine
agency gives Ireland ects the money in matters of national importancl such C N N O I_ LY
in our pockets. as the fairest way to rebuijd our

In March, Standard and Poor'seconomy. They are subject to jllassiv| B OKS
downgraded Ireland’s creditworthinessunaccountable and uncontrollajile out
from AAA to AA+ and then again inside interference from non{llecteq Establi ned 1942

June to AA, making it harder and moreagencies. Dublin’s oldest radical
bookshop
Get the latest news and information. .| | Irish history

Current a airs
Marxist classics
Trade union a airs
Environmental issues
Philosophy

Radical periodicals

e Connolly Youth Movementivww.cym.ie

* Cuba Support Groupwww.cubasupport.com

« International Brigade Commemoration Committee:
homepage.ntlworld.com/e-mckinley/ibcc.html

« Ireland-Palestine Solidarity Campaigmwww.ipsc.ie

« James Connolly Education Trustiww.iol.ie/~sob/jcet

» Latin America Solidarity Centrenww.lasc.ie CONNOLLY BOOKS
« Peace and Neutrality Alliance (PANAYww.pana.ie 43 EaShEI?sezx Street

* People’s Movementwww.people.ie (01) 6708707

« Progressive Film Clubavww.progressivefilmclub.ie connollybook@eircom.net




they would cease to exist. They ardlomeland defence consultancy” anthe 9th of September 2008, only seven
owned by a publicly traded companyefore that for Dresser Industries, andays before it applied for bankruptcy—
and so are invested in the maintenanceil production technologyrm. but why. And the answer is simple.
of capitalism. So the question is not how they gotThey are not independent. They are in

The individuals involved all comeit so wrong when they gave institutionsfact dependent on and a product of the
from the transnational business world.like Lehman Brothers AAA ratings— nancialisation of capitalism that we
The president, Deven Sharma, workedhcluding its derivative products, until have witnessed over the last decades.
for an American “security and nally seriously downgrading them on [GM]

Bankrupt politicians and ideological charlatal

HE weather may be disappointing and a constant topad conversation when people meet

in the street or in their place of work, when the dg semblance of summer is the month on
the calendar. Yet if you look at the newspapers astien to the news on radio or television you
will also know it's summer because we are bombardedth the goings-on at the various
“summer schools.”

Most of these “schools” are nothinga representative of the trade unioncritical voice was given a platform, nor
more than a refuge for bankrupt poli-Impact—dutifully followed the Govern-were any alternative proposals allowed
ticians, has-been journalists and acawnent line that the decisions beingto be presented. The national broad-
demics cadging cheap hotel breaks pa’ caster, strapped for cash though it is,
for by gullible punters, who wander in had a full crew in attendance all week
out of the rain believing that they to report on the “consensus” on the
might hear something sensible importance of the McCarthy Report
imparted by the learned speakers. and it being the only way forward.

This summer has been no exce Over the last three or four decades
tion. They have been going on co these summer schools have played an
stantly about the dire state of the important ideological role in attempt-
economy and how we all need to pu ing to shape public opinion on a whole
together to get the ship of state ¢the ’ range of matters, including economics,
rocks as the hole in the publioances taken by this Government are thethe Northern conict, and social and

grows by the day. correct ones and indeed the only posultural policies, many deeply reaction-
These schools in the main take thesible ones. ary. The majority of speakers have
names of important historicalgures This “school” was a platform forbeen pro-imperialist, whether of the

or prominent local individuals from the almost the whole of the GovernmentBritish or EU variety.
past who may have written importantfrom which to promote the McCarthy = The supreme irony is that Patrick
works of literature. Few are genuinelyReport, launched a few days before thBIcGill from the Great Glen, born in
run by local people; most are run byopening of the school. It would seemd891, the eldest of eleven children on a
charlatans. that more members of the Governmentsmall farm, left school at twelve and
The most outrageous so far thiswere available to speak at this evenemigrated to Scotland at fourteen as a
year has been the Patrick McGillthan probably attend Governmenttattie-hoker and an itinerant labourer,
Summer School in the Glenties, Comeetings. Of course the Governmenbecoming a plate-layer on the
Donegal, held in mid-July and run bydeliberated long and hard aboutCaledonian Railway. He wrote many
the former RTE hack Joe Mulholland.whether it would publish the report in books, short stories and poems about
This year the theme was “The Irishthe rst place. Yet the agenda for thethe life of Irish migrant workers, his
economy: What went wrong? How willschool had been published well beformost famous beingChildren of the
we X it?” All the speakers—including the date. Clearly the McGill school wafDead End and The Rat Pit. He
chosen as the venue to maximise thdescribed the forgotten Irish—the chil-
e ect of the report, and the necessargiren from small farming families

Join the struggle for sociblissyeakers had been lined up well iforced to seek work in Scotland and

advance. England.
Join the CPI Speaker after speaker—including McGill was scathing about the Irish
BT  McCarthy himself—championed thecapitalist class. His writings and ideals
Please send me information abouw}  report, which amounts to a wholesaleare a million miles from the gombeen
assault on public services and thenen and women who run this event in

[ ]
= membership of the Communist =
. Party of Ireland. + taking of more than €5 billion, in the his name. He would have understood
. = form of cuts in public spending, out ofand felt the great hurt and sering
m NaMe: s.. the economy next year. Not a singlenow being experienced by tens of
. Address: . thousands of working people through-
: ....................................... : . Dr Peter Bacon, the brains beh|nd Out the COUI_‘ltI‘y -and WOUId have Shown

. the same disdain and contempt for the
: ................................................... : the Nat|ona| Asset Managem-en present Crop Of gombeen ||’ish Capital_
et en » | Agency, speaking at the Patrick (o " o' e did for those of his own time
. . McGill Summer School, 2009, :
a Phoner » | declared that we need to cut wages
" E-mail: . to become competitive. “Reduct .
. . s B tions in the order of 10 to 15 pe F_0r the IateSt pOIItlcaI n.eV\AS
. = | cent is the kind of adjustment || |and information about coming events,
s CPI, 43 East Essex Street, Dubline2 | am talking about, across the visit
[ ] ] ” H . . .
= CPI, PO Box 85, Belfast BT1 1SR | €conomy, he said. WwWw.communistpartyofireland.ie
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aamaged Dy depleted uranium because
of their type of skin tissue. Anti-tank
rounds and bullets using depleted
uranium are in fact “weapons of mass
destruction,” because of their indis-
criminate long-term effects.

He described the Brussels Tribunal,
a series of court cases that tried Bush,
Blair and the Japanese and Australian
prime ministers and found them guilty
of war crimes. He referred to the

LLTLOdLLIILE 1AULwd

n countries have DU
. These include Britain,
ed States, France, Israel,
Saudi Arabia, Greece,
Bahrain, Oman, Egypt,
Pakistan, Thailand,
1dia, and Taiwan.
Systems produced DU
r the British forces until

when they ceased
on on “environmental”
sivuuus. Papers by the US

Department of Defense on the
toxicity of depleted uranium were
excluded from a World Health
Organisation report in 2001.

Further information

www.bandepleteduranium.org
www.cadu.org.uk




International

The coup in Honduras: N
Return of the “gorillas” or a policy of attritior

TH the coup d’état in Honduras the spectre of the nitiry dictatorship appeared again

in Latin America. The entire continent, which remembex well its history of rule by
“gorillas,” reacted with horror, especially the meméxr-states of ALBA (the Bolivarian Alliance
for the Peoples of Our America), led by Venezuela a@dba.

All the Latin American states of theto reinstate Aristide, but only after Democracy were active in the campaign
Rio Group condemned the coup anénforcing a deal whereby Aristideagainst President Zelaya.
demanded the immediate reinstateimplemented neo-liberal economic According to President Chavez of
ment of President Zelaya. The call wapolicies favourable to American inter-Venezuela, “the horrendous military,
supported by the General Assembly oésts. Aristide was restored to oe, but industrial, nancial, terrorist and drug-
the United Nations and the Organi-only in a weakened condition. Butsmuggling complex is supporting the
sation of American States, which susBush was not content with this deal,coup leaders and challenging
pended Honduras from membership. and Aristide was overthrown a secon®@bama ... It is possible,” he adds,

Honduras has a long history of mili-time in 2004. If Zelaya returns under“that Obama did not even know.”
tary rule and has been the main bassimilar conditions it will be a victory A month has passed since the coup.
for American foreign adventures. Itfor the oligarchy and the imperialists. In spite of a total lack of ccial recog-
was from Honduras that the CIA orga- The United States has expressed itgition internationally, and the rejec-
nised the overthrow of Presidentdisapproval of the coup, but in a verytion by the people of Honduras, the
Jacobo Arbenz of Guatemala in 1954mealy-mouthed fashion. Presidentcoup leaders are still in place. They
the force that landed in the Bay of PiggDbama, in his rst statement, and the have the support of the extreme right
in Cuba sailed from Honduras; andSecretary of State, Hilary Clinton, in Latin America and its powerful
Reagan’s ten-year dirty “Contra” warcalled for discussions, for the presidenbackers in the United States. So far,
against Sandinista Nicaragua was ruand the coup leaders to resolve theiPresident Obama has been unable or
from Honduras. The Honduran mili- di erences. A spokesperson for thenwilling to stand up to these forces,
tary has a history of total subservienceState Department said that only Zelayaor perhaps he agrees with their aims.
to the United States, and of course itavas recognised as President. Either way, resolute action by the
senior military o cers are graduates of It is clear that the coup has causedUnited States in support of the legiti-
the School of the Americas and imbuedjreat di culty for Obama, with the mate government of President Zelaya
with the ideology of “national security.” American right and the right-wing has been lacking, showing acquiescence

The wealthy oligarchy of Honduraspress attacking Zelaya. It is probablewith the coup, even if it did not partici-
has a colonial mentality and is fearfulthat US agents were indeed involved irpate in it.
of any threat to its privileges. Even thethe coup: the ambassador is the one
modest proposal of President Zelaya taho served under Bush, and theaer
hold a national non-binding poll on thecommanding the US army base, . . .
question of whether to change the conColonel Richard Jurgens, was the one Meeting with Communist
stitution was not acceptable to them.who directed the kidnapping of Presi- Party of Greece
On the day the poll was due to takedent Aristide. Before the coup “NGOs”
place the military moved in, kidnappedfunded by the National Endowment forA bilateral
the president, and dumped him in
Costa Rica.

[SE]

meeting between the
Communist Party of Ireland and the
Communist Party of Greece was held

Now available

It may be that the Honduran coup
is aimed at restoring the military rule
of most of the twentieth century, which
is by now an anachronism in the hemi
sphere. There is another model: the

rst coup against Aristide in Haiti.
President Clinton sent in the marines

Economics for Workers, the
James Connolly Memorial
Lecture, 2009, by John Foster, is
now published in booklet form.
€2.50 (postage free within
Ireland), from Connolly Books,
43 East Essex Street, Dublin 2.

An Economy for the Common
Good—an analysis of the econ-
omic crisis and a strategy for an
alternative economy.

€4.50 (postage free within
Ireland), from Connolly Books,
43 East Essex Street, Dublin 2.

in Dublin in July.

The two parties have a common
understanding of the nature of the
global crisis now acting the imperial-
ist system, sharing the view that this is
part of the crisis of capitalism. In their
evaluation of the European Union the
two parties agreed that the workers’
movement throughout Europe must
continue to resist this imperialist bloc
and its intensication. The two parties
agreed to continue to share their
experiences and to further strengthen
their co-operation.

The Greek delegation also held
meetings with a number of Irish trade
unions and social organisations.
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