
Employment report will be shelved
in pursuit of failed strategy

HE recent Du � y-Walsh review of the employment regulation orders (ERO) and registeredTemployment agreement (REA) wage-setting mechanisms has backed reform rather than 
abolition. Yet it remains to be seen whether this s tance will survive both the Government and 
the EU-IMF, as well as imminent legal onslaughts fr om hard-nosed employers.

The report’s conclusion, which 
favours retaining the ERO and REA 
mechanisms—notwithstanding reforms
—is likely to sit uncomfortably with 
those neo-liberal ideologues who had 
hoped that the review would give 
assent to the elimination of both.

General estimates suggest that 
between 150,000 and 205,000 Irish 
workers are covered by the JLC 
system, with between 61,900 and 
78,700 covered by REAs. Workers 
covered by JLCs account for 15 per 
cent of private-sector employees (sig-
ni � cant proportions of whom are 
employed in the retail sector), while 
the REAs account for a slightly less 
than 8 per cent of private-sector 
employees (mostly in the construction 
and electrical trades).

The Duy-Walsh Report actually �  
contradicts much of the ideological 
hysteria that has come from employers’ 
quarters on the EROs and REAs. It 
found, for example, that workers 

covered by the agreements do not earn 
a premium compared with workers in 
“uncovered” jobs. Employers have con-
tended that the present arrangements 
act as barriers to job creation and 
retention.

However, the review found that 
lowering the JLC rates to the level of 
the minimum wage is unlikely to have 
a substantial eect on employ � ment. 
Therefore, the eect on employ � ment of 
cutting the wages of low-paid workers 
will in fact have a negative impact on 
the public nances. �

As well as the direct taxation eects �  
there will also be increased payments 
of family income supplement and 
reduced VAT receipts. The real eect �  
will be that the exchequer will end up 
subsidising employers.

Within the Government there are 
clearly those in Fine Gael who are dis-
appointed that the report did not back 
their preferred agenda. It is clear that 
Richard Bruton is not satised with the �  
report. His brief response to it concen-
trated not on the core recommendation 
that the system be retained with some 
reform but on the dierentials between �  
sectoral rates in Ireland and Britain, 
which is referred to in the document. 
Bruton’s strategy is ultimately to de-
commission the ERO and REA, akin to 
what the Thatcher government in 
Britain did with the Wage Councils in 
the 1980s.

More importantly, however, the 
report will do nothing to satisfy our 
new masters—the EU and IMF—and 
therefore will probably be shelved. The 

IMF sta  report on the bail-out deal �  
from 4 December last year proposed “a 
review of sector-specic minimum wage �  
agreements, with a view to their elimi-
nation.” There are also impending 
threats from six constitutional chal-
lenges to EROs or REAs, or both, the 
most recent one lodged by the Cool-
more Stud in Co. Tipperary (owned by 
none other than the wealth baron John 
Magnier).
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Tell the Egyptians that if we have any more of thei r cheek we will set 
the Jews on them and drive them into the gutter fro m which they 
should never have emerged.— Winston Churchill , 1951.
What’s all this nonsense about isolating Nasser, or  “neutralising” him, 
as you call it? I want him destroyed—can’t you unde rstand? I want him 
murdered . . .  I don’t give a damn if there’s anar chy and chaos in Egypt.
—Anthony Eden  (Prime Minister of England), 1951.
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The thrust of these attacks dovetails 
with the overall strategy of the political 
elite. To correct the scal imbalance in �  
the economy the Government has 
sought to reduce its reliance on heavy 
borrowing by seizing a greater propor-
tion of working-class income (through 
taxes, pay cuts, and reducing Govern-
ment investment).

However, such a strategy—pursued 
in subservience to international nance �
—has now caught the seoinín political 
elite in a scal trap. As the con � sump-
tion capacity of the working class 
declines, Irish business itself has had 
little need to expand investment, and 
its capital remains idle (indeed corpor-
ate saving has increased during the 
slump). The economy will continue to 
stagnate.

An independent economic and 
political strategy, based on the needs 
of broad strata of Irish people and 
not those of international nance �  

capital, should be seeking to access 
corporate wealth to at least mediate 
our current crisis, whether this be 
through wealth or windfall savings 
taxes.

This would be the basis of a more 
robust jobs and investment strategy 
than the meagre “revenue-neutral” 
Government initiative unveiled last 
month will allow. Attacking the low-
paid will do nothing to solve the econ-
omic crisis.

However, articulating a democratic 
strategy should not be based on the 
pain-free panaceas of the ultra-left. 
This crisis is of such magnitude that it 
is probable that a resolution will result 
in all sections of society feeling a 
degree of scal pain. �

In the immediate term, the task is 
to make those sections of society who 
can bear the pain do so as the rst step �  
in any progressive reconstruction.

[NC]

Debt crisis signi ficant ly wo rse
tha n the  state reported!

P to two months ago the state reported Irish “sover eign” debt as being about €100 billion,Uand climbing (according to the NTMA web site). Howe ver, in April the reported sovereign 
debt leapt from €102 billion to €148.1 billion, alm ost overnight!

The state reported its national debt 
as our sovereign debt; however, this 
excluded €30.9 billion in promissory 
notes to Irish Nationwide, EBS and 
Anglo-Irish Bank and also excluded the 
debt of local government bodies. This 
was a glaring omission that the EU was 
quick to pick up on.

Ireland now must report the state’s 
“general government debt,” which 
includes all these factors. This now 
stands at about €150 billion and is 
likely to be close to €180 billion by the 
end of year. (For all the followers of the 
debt counter on www.nodebt.ie , the 
site is now being relaunched, with a 
new counter reecting these changes.) �

However, even this new calculation 
imposed by the EU does not include 
bonds of more than €30 billion issued 
by NAMA, which again is potential 
sovereign debt, because of state policy. 
And of course in addition to all this is 
the €120 billion in ECB loans to the 
guaranteed banks, which is also poten-
tial sovereign debt.

So the Irish debt crisis is far worse 
than is reported by the state or by the 
EU. The state this year is likely to run 
a decit of close to €20 billion, with �  
about €14 billion of that being interest 
paid on our existing debt.

This signicant jump in the state’s �  
debt is a massive indictment of its 

policy of protecting and securing the 
loans of big Continental banks to the 
Irish banking system. It is further evi-
dence that the debt crisis we are suer � -
ing is a result of Ireland’s peripheral 

position within the European Union 
and our subjugation to the core EU 
countries.

It is also evidence that this crisis is 
not going anywhere, and that Ireland 
lacks the sovereign tools with which 
to build a recovery. Just ask the 
Minister for Finance, Michael 
Noonan, who holds most of his own 
personal investment in German 
government debt!

The debt is not only unpayable but 
is self-perpetuating, as the state must 
take on more debt to pay its existing 
creditors. It is a vicious cycle of debt. 
Even the Fine Gael minister Leo 
Varadkar acknowledged this recently 
when he suggested that a second EU-
IMF debt imposition, with even more 
draconian conditions, would be 
required to meet our existing debt 
problem.

All progressive people must contrib-
ute to building the Repudiate the Debt 
Campaign as a political statement of 
the people’s refusal to accept the social-
ised banking debt as our national 
sovereign debt.

If we must make sacrices and �  
take some pain, let it be for an Ire-
land free of outside control, an Ire-
land free of imposed conditions, a 
sovereign,  democratic Ireland.

[NL]
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Build the People’s 
Resistance—Build the 
People’s Alternative

Documents of the 24th National 
Congress of the Communist 
Party of Ireland (2010).

€3 (£2.50), postage free within 
Ireland, from Connolly Books, 
43 East Essex Street, Dublin 2.



Real jobs  ne ede d,  no t we lfare cut s
ETTING the people back to work, along with the debt  issue, is of paramount importanceGto the future of this country and its people. The l ive register of unemployed now stands at 

439,200, an increase of 300,000 since the beginning  of the so-called crisis—an unacceptable and 
untenable gure. �

The  establishment 
parties have failed to realise 
the severity of this issue. 
Seeing  themselves as 
managers rather than con-
trollers of the economy, 
they prefer to tinker with 
cuts, VAT, and other taxes. 
It’s an attempt to make a 
more conducive environ-
ment for private capital and 
transnational investment to 
provide jobs.

Like the mainstream 
media, they seem  un-
perturbed by the fact that 
private capital is in its 
weakest epoch in living 
memory. Taxpayers the 
world over have bailed out 
banks and nance capi � tal, 
which is the heartbeat of 
modern capitalism. This is 
not to mention the prot � -
able transnationals that continue to 
cull their work-force.

At long last the Government has 
attempted to address the spiralling un-
employment problem, but it’s just too 
little. Take the extra €30 million to be 
used to nance building and repair �  
works in about 380 schools, which is 
expected to create about 2,400 direct 
building jobs and 480 indirect jobs. It 
is pretty irrelevant when one considers 
that the “Programme for Government” 
aims to axe 25,000 public-service jobs.

Meanwhile the Minster for Enter-
prise, Richard Bruton, showed the 
Government’s true colours with his 
proposed changes to wage agreements 
for some 250,000 workers, using the 
fear of unemployment to hammer 
down workers’ wages.

Meanwhile the mainstream media 
prefer to occupy themselves with blam-
ing low-paid workers, the unemployed 
and trade unions for the mess while 
cheerleading utterances from right-
wing groups such and IBEC and the 
economic think-tank of the OECD. The 
latter recently urged the Government 
to cut welfare payments to the long-
term unemployed, which now regret-
tably makes up half of those out of 
work, as an incentive to nd work. �

The logic behind this idea is spell-
binding. Are they seriously suggesting 
that more than 300,000 people have 
decided over the past few years that 
they no longer wish to work? This is 
just nonsense: the jobs are not there.

There is a bigger picture: laying the 
blame for the ills of the powerful and 

wealthy on those who have least and 
suer most, and to roll back hard- �
fought reforms and improvements in 
ordinary people’s lives.

This article doesn’t propose to 
answer all the issues involved in allevi-
ating unemployment, but obviously 
creating new “real” jobs would be a 
start. Instead of hoping for foreign and 
private investment we should be 
creating employment through direct 
state involvement in the economy, i.e. 
new, sustainable state-run companies.

Other important factors include 
taking back control of our natural 
resources and refusing to pay back the 
debt that has been put on our backs by 
the EU-IMF deal, both of which have 
previously received extensive explor-
ation in Socialist Voice.

A more controversial but simple 
plan would be the introduction of a 
jobs rationing scheme. In times of 
national emergency, resources such as 
food, fuel and energy are rationed. 
With close to half a million out of work 
in the Republic, surely the idea of one 
person one job is feasible.

It is surely worth examining how 
many jobs are lled by those in receipt �  
of another full-time income, pension 
(not the state old-age pension), or 
separate investment or income.

Perhaps the process could begin in 
the civil service, with the state leading 
by example. If there are signicant �  
numbers in this bracket, the plan could 
get any number of people back to work 
with minimum cost.

The present situation is a joke. For 

example, of the 4,866 jobs 
created for the census only 
15 per cent went to those 
on the live register. Mean-
while the Gardaí, not con-
tent with their recent €30 
million stimulus package 
from Elizabeth Windsor’s 
visit, are demanding a 
change in the rules to 
permit them to do second 
jobs. These jobs, as with 
others, should go to those 
who need them most: those 
who nd them � selves out of 
work.

While it is not the role 
of the left to x the mis � -
takes of capitalism within 
the capitalist model, there 
is a need to put forward 
alternative realistic and 
understandable arguments 
for providing employment, 

beyond populism and slogans.
Action is needed sooner rather than 

later. So far emigration hasn’t occurred 
en masse,  but every person’s forced 
leaving is a tragedy. If proposed cuts to 
welfare are introduced and the prospect 
of future employment doesn’t become 
any brighter, many more may be forced 
to follow.

We hear time and time again 
about what we can’t aord, but one �  
thing is certain: we can’t aord to �  
lose yet another generation to 
emigration.

[BH]
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The Equality Delusion

Launched on International 
Women’s Day, The Equality 
Delusion  challenges the notion 
that the equality agenda is 
something distinct and separate 
from class politics.  • €3 (£2.50), 
postage free within Ireland, from 
Connolly Books, 43 East Essex 
Street, Dublin 2.



Garret Fi tzgerald:  a ba nkr upt  legacy
ARRET Fitzgerald’s death came at the worst time for  his political legacy to be subjectedGto any sort of serious scrutiny. True, he had lived  to see Fine Gael emerge as the largest 

party in the Dáil, while the once-dominant Fianna F áil of his old sparring-partner Charles 
Haughey was relegated to a humiliating third positi on. But his satisfaction must have been 
tempered by the electoral successes of Sinn Féin, t he United Left Alliance, and a solid number 
of radical independent TDs.

Now that the Irish state is in such 
deep economic crisis, the “European-
ism” or, more correctly, the Euro-
fanaticism that Fitzgerald championed 
stands exposed as never before. More 
and more people are correctly making 
the connection between our present 
plight and the policies impelled by that 
same Eurofanaticism.

Take, for example, the blanket bank 
guarantee.

If we had not been in the euro zone, 
while there certainly would have been 
calls to “save the banks,” and we would 
have been fed the same line from Irish 
nan� cial interests that this course was 

essential “to protect the savers and 
depositors in the Irish banks,” the 
European Central Bank would not 
have been able to exert the same 
degree of pressure to ensure that the 
French, German and British banks 
from which the Irish banks had 
borrowed would be paid back.

Joining the euro zone led us to 
adopt negative real interest rates at the 
height of the “Celtic Tiger” boom and 
thereby inated the property bubble �  
that, when it burst, left us insolvent.

An independent state is impossible 
without its own currency and control 
either of its interest rate or its 
exchange rate policy. Those who 
today seem to derive some sort of 
masochistic pleasure from reminding 
us that the country is no longer inde-
pendent since the EU-IMF “support 
programme” ignore this fact.

And we have Garret Fitzgerald and 
the Eurofanatics to thank for the fact 
that these fundamental economic 
instruments for advancing a people’s 
welfare have not been available to this 
country since the state joined the euro 
zone in 1999.

From the late 1950s, Irish national 
capitalism has given up the ghost as 
regards struggling for real independent 
statehood, preferring instead to 
become branch managers for the trans-
national rms and to run the Irish �  
state in the interests of the trans-
national corporations and local high 
nance—all this within the context of �  

“Europeanism” and EU integration.
Mass emigration and unemploy-

ment facilitated this set-up. An oppor-
tunist and compromised trade union 
leadership and a Labour Party with no 
reason for existence beyond an appetite 
for the occasional perks of Government 

o ce helped to prevent the develop � -
ment of a mass politics and economic 
programme that could challenge the 
rule of transnational capital and the 
domestic and international political 
forces that serve it.

 The ideology driving this project
 forward is the complete
 opposite of the values of
 national democracy and
 national independence

The rule of transnational capital 
requires a hollowing out of Europe’s 
nation-states and the continuous trans-
fer of more and more powers to the 
supranational level. The ideology 
driving this project forward is the com-
plete opposite of the values of national 
democracy and national independence. 
It is an ideology that would allow the 
Irish people and other peoples to be 
sacriced if it was considered necessary. �

Garret Fitzgerald was a central 
gure in providing the ideological �  

cement for the Fine Gael-Labour-
Fianna Fáil anti-people pro-EEC/EC/ 
EU consensus through organisations 
such as the Institute of International 
and European A airs, of which he was �  
president up to the time of his death.

We are now in a European Union in 
which the interests of the peoples of 
Ireland, Greece, Portugal and other 
countries are very obviously being 
sacriced in the interests of the euro �  
zone.

The ECB lent the Irish banks some 
€150 billion. From the ECB’s point of 
view its best plan for recovering the 
money it advanced to cover the reck-
less lending of the banks is to shift the 
burden of repayment onto the Irish 
taxpayers.

The central issue at present is the 
ECB’s demand that the Irish state and 
taxpayers take on the burden of paying 
this €150 billion back to the ECB as 
rapidly as possible, so that, instead of 
the Irish banks owing the ECB this 
vast sum of money, the Irish state and 
taxpayers will do so, and will pay it 
back over years by ogging o  the � �  
banks themselves to foreign owners, 
selling o  the NAMA loans at knock- �
down prices, privatising state assets 
systematically, and screwing Irish tax-
payers for this purpose.

Where an individual, a party or a 
social movement stands in relation to 
this onslaught is the crucial demo-
cratic test at this moment in our 
history. Fine Gael, the Labour Party 
and Fianna Fáil, large swathes of the 
media and the apostles of “European-
ism” are in one camp; an increasingly 
aware majority of the population are 
in the other.

The threat of repudiating the 
private bank debt to the ECB and re-
establishing the Irish pound must be 
the central demand of Irish democracy 
in the face of the euro-zone onslaught 
At present Ireland cannot restore its 
economic competitiveness by devaluing 
its currency. It can only become more 
competitive by “devaluing”—that is, by 
cutting—people’s pay, prots and �  
pensions instead for years to come.

Leaving the euro zone and rejoining 
the EU member-states outside it would 
enable the Irish state to resume control 
of its money supply and credit and 
thereby stimulate domestic demand 
and employment, while simultaneously 
it could boost Ireland’s economic com-
petitiveness by devaluing the exchange 
rate.

On the other hand, the Garret 
Fitzgerald-European Movement style 
of political legacy demands a knock-
down bargain disposal of the recapital-
ised Irish banks, state assets and 
natural resources, so that we can pay 
back the ECB in order to ensure that 
private banks in Germany, France and 
Britain do not suer losses on their �  
Irish operations.

It is a politically bankrupt legacy, 
which, at least in the case of Garret 
Fitzgerald, proves the truth of the old 
adage that political careers end in 
failure.

[CMK]
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The legacy of James Connolly
Oration by Tom Redmond, Dublin District chairperson , CPI,

at the annual tribute to James Connolly in Arbour H ill, Dublin, 15 May 2011
E gather in this hallowed place at the graves of th e executed leaders of the 1916 Rising.WWe pay tribute to their memory and their sacrice in  confronting the power of the British �  

Empire in seeking to achieve a united and independe nt country: the Irish Republic.
Among them is James Connolly, the 

greatest of Irish Marxists. For many 
decades the establishment attempted 
to conceal his specic contribution and, �  
by naming public buildings after him, 
sought to sanitise him into a safe icon. 
But the unique contribution he made 
in his lifetime and his inuences today �  
are a tribute to the extraordinary char-
acter of the man.

Connolly’s short life was an erup-
tion of intellectual brilliance amidst the 
gruelling daily tasks of organising, 
mobilising, and agitation. Self-taught, 
he was at once a trade union organiser, 
a social agitator, a Marxist theoretician, 
a military tactician, an advocate of 
women’s surage and women’s rights, �  
an original historian and working-class 
intellectual, a journalist who edited, 
printed and sold workers’ papers, a 
man of ideas and culture, a revolution-
ary soldier who commanded the 
Citizen Army—all this by a man born 
into hardship in an Edinburgh slum, 
living a life on the bread line and 
always nding it dicult to support his � �  
family.

His life’s experience also saw his 
talents realised in the labour move-
ments in Scotland and the United 
States. No wonder that the last words 
to his wife, Lillie, before his execution 
were, “But hasn’t it been a full life!”

As we remember the great events of 
one hundred years ago, and as com-
memorations are being planned—the 
Great 1913 Lock-Out and Strike, 1916, 
the Tan War, the rst Dáil, the Civil �  
War, etc.—I suggest that we include 
them all under the term “the Irish 
Revolution.” Because that is what it 
was: the most concerted attempt at the 
reconquest of Ireland.

If we compare it to a river—a force 
of the risen people—then we can 
acknowledge that there were many 
diverse streams that fed into it and pro-
pelled it onwards. These streams 
included the Gaelic revival, the growth 
of autonomous women’s-consciousness 
organisations, the politicisation of the 
advanced separatists, and the contribu-
tion of militant labour and socialist 
ideas.

But of course the streams were also 
polluted by the William  Martin 
Murphys and the bourgeois national-
ists, until they gained supremacy and 
dammed the river with the counter-

revolution of 1922–23.
Connolly was central to the Irish 

Revolution; as Desmond Greaves 
writes in his brilliant biography, 
“Connolly engraved socialism indelibly 
on the national life of Ireland.”

When Connolly lived, the ideas and 
practice of socialism were sharply 
debated throughout Europe in the 
middle of intense class battles and 
repression. As Marx and Engels had 
left behind their analysis of capitalism 
and the socialist alternative, the grow-
ing workers’ movement had to trans-
late them into day-to-day strategies 
and tactics.

In Ireland, Connolly was faced with 
the added problem of how to project a 
socialist objective in a country under 
the domination of imperialism. It was 
not an easy task: the leading Marxist 
thinkers in western Europe were inu � -
enced by the imperial environment 
they operated in, while further aeld, �  
in eastern Europe, Lenin and the 
Bolsheviks were only beginning to 
study this question alongside other 
urgent debates about reformism and 
revolution. Lenin’s study Imperialism: 
The Highest Stage of Capitalism  did not 
appear until 1916. Even the great and 
heroic Rosa Luxemburg argued against 
the self-determination of her native 
Poland from the Tsarist Empire.

So Connolly had to clarify his ideas, 
arguing against Walker in Belfast, who 
advocated an Ireland evolving to social-
ism in harmony with progressive 
development in Britain—an Orange 
road to socialism. Later, in Dublin, he 
had to contend with an insular view 
that the national question was a 
distraction from the primary task of 
building workers’ unity for socialism—
what might be called O’Casey social-
ism.

Above all, he fought against those in 
the labour movement who shackled the 
aim and vision to economic issues, to 
be solved within the existing system. 
Connolly called it gas-and-water 
socialism.

All these tendencies exist today in 
modern forms and in fact dominate 
thinking even with many on the left.

For Connolly, socialists had to 
grapple with the debates that domi-
nated the day—home rule, i.e. consti-
tutional nationalist, or separatism in 
the Fenian sense—as well as promote 

the ideas of socialism, itself not easily 
dened, between reform and revo � -
lution. His thinking evolved towards 
the thesis that for the working class the 
struggle for national independence and 
the socialist objective were not separ-
ate but complementary: “they were two 
stages of the one democratic reorgani-
sation of society, each involving econ-
omic changes which it was the function 
of political change to promote,”  as 
Desmond Greaves has written.

Connolly said that “the Irish work-
ing class are the incorruptible inheritors 
of the ght for freedom in Ireland.” �  They 
were not the only  inheritors, but they 
were incorruptible, which is why he 
insisted, drawing from his classic study 
Labour in Irish History,  that the middle 
and upper-class elements would bend 
before the might of empire and fear of 
the plebeian masses demanding social 
rights.

Connolly was to be a forerunner of 
what became the accepted position of 
all Marxist organisations in colonial 
countries: that the road to socialism lay 
through national liberation. In the rst �  
stage of that process allies should be 
sought among broad democratic forces 
in order to shorten that journey. The 
stronger the working-class content in 
the national movement the better the 
chance of defeating imperialism and its 
native agents in the bigger bourgeoisie.

The tragedy of the Irish Revolution 
after Connolly was precisely that the 
labour movement discarded his think-
ing and allowed the leadership to pass 
to  middle-class elements. The 
merchant class, in the tradition of 
home rule, dammed the river of the 
revolution with the Free State counter-
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revolution of 1922–23. The carnival of 
reaction that Connolly had warned of 
was installed on both sides of the 
border.

Connolly imbued the two Irish socialist 
parties he is associated with—the Irish 
Socialist Republican Party and the 
Socialist Party of Ireland—with his 
Marxist world view. He did not live to 
see the logical inheritors of these 
formed into a communist party, but it 
was the recipients of his direct inu � -
ence who created it.

The continuity of ideas was reected �  
in the personal connection. Instru-
mental in the rst Com � munist Party 
were veterans such as his own son, 
Roddy, Walter Carpenter, and Seán 
McLaughlin. The latter was made com-
mandant by the wounded Connolly as 
they tried to regroup and break out of 
Moore Street in 1916. He went on to 
ght, as did other communists, in the �  

Civil War on the republican side. Seán 
McLaughlin’s life story has at last been 
rescued from obscurity in a recent 
biography by Charlie McGuire.

The transmission of ideas by 
personal involvement is one of the 
essential factors in sustaining a politi-
cal organisation of the working class. 
Another is delity to the central values �  

and tested in both national and inter-
national arenas of struggle.

To maintain the generations it 
needed to be fed by militants, 
grounded in trade unions and working-
class activities, and constantly seeking 
self-education. And above all is the 
study and evaluation of the analysis 
and projections of the greatest of the 
Marxist theoreticians of the calibre of 
Marx, Engels, Gramsci, and of course 
Connolly.

Thus the Marxist view is organic: 
transmitted by ideas and people dedi-
cated to interpreting a proven world-
wide philosophy to the specics of the �  
national characteristics. It cannot be 
articially created. Without being �  
sectarian, it participates in and initiates 
joint activities with all who genuinely 
want to promote improvements for 
short-term gains or radical social 
changes.

But, like Connolly, it is obliged to 
engage in open debate and criticism 
with those whose ideas and activities 
hinder clarity and positive outcomes, 
whether from a far-left, anti-national or 
reformist viewpoint.

It recognises that in a changing 
world and domestic society its own 
projections and strategies are open to 
criticism and review. There is no such 
thing as infallibility: theories, tactics 

human beings. The criticism and 
reviews mentioned have to have an 
open and democratic structure that 
make it continuous and sustainable.

That is the value of the scientic �  
methods of Marxism that Connolly 
acknowledged. He was good at adopt-
ing precise slogans with profound 
meaning, as when he wrote on the 
heading of the workers’ papers he pro-
duced, reproduced on the paper of the 
Republican Congress:  “We cannot 
conceive of a free Ireland with a subject 
working class.”

by Roger Keeran and Thomas Kenny
N April 2011 the Sixth Congress of the Communist Pa rty of Cuba (PCC) adopted bold newI guidelines for dealing with serious economic proble ms. Some of these guidelines involve 

reducing the size of state employment, giving more autonomy to state enterprises, encour-
aging co-operatives and private enterprise, and pro moting production and e ciency. �

As a result, some commentators have suggested that 
Cuban socialism is in trouble, or is failing, or is  heading the 
way of the Soviet Union under Mikhail Gorbachev.

Though not specialists on Cuba, we have written a b ook 
on the causes of the Soviet Union’s downfall, Socialism 
Betrayed: Behind the Collapse of the Soviet Union.  One of us 
visited the Soviet Union twice under Gorbachev. Bot h of us 
recently returned from a visit to Cuba. These exper iences 
prompt several observations.

The betrayal of the Soviet Union consisted of the o ver-
throw of socialism and the splintering of the Union  state 
along national lines. This resulted directly from v e concrete�  
processes: (1) liquidation of the Communist Party o f the 
Soviet Union, (2) the handing over of the media to anti-
socialist forces, (3) wholesale privatising and mar ketising of 
the planned, publicly owned economy, beginning unde r 
Gorbachev and reaching a climax under Yeltsin, (4) unleash-
ing nationalist separatism, and (5) surrendering to  US 
imperialism.

These processes are not going on in Cuba. Therefore , the 
short answer to the question “Is Cuba moving back t o capi-
talism?” is “No.” But the matter deserves a fuller answer. 
Below is an outline of our views, a preface to a mo re exten-
sive piece to follow.

To assess where Cuba is heading is somewhat prematu re, as 
the Cuban reforms have barely begun.

Trying to assess the similarities and dierences in the�  
situations of Cuba and the Soviet Union is fraught with di � -
culty. These are two very dierent countries, of vas tly dier� � -
ent sizes, histories, and contexts. Nevertheless th e building 
of socialism is shaped by general tendencies, as we ll as by 
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national peculiarities. Just as capitalism has prob lems 
endemic to it, across time and borders, so socialis m in dier � -
ent countries confronts similar problems. Compariso ns are 
possible.

Socialist countries can face problems of motivation , 
productivity, e ciency, and quality. State control a nd plan� -
ning can lead to bureaucracy, red tape, and delay. Providing 
all people with employment can lead to oversta ng an d in� -
e� ciency. Guaranteeing all people the basics of a dec ent life
—education, health care, food, housing, clothing, a nd culture
—can lead to rationing and queues and limitations o n the 
quality and variety of consumer goods. Rationing an d 
limited quantities of consumer goods can lead to a black 
market or second economy.

All these problems existed in the Soviet Union, and  they 
exist today in Cuba, exacerbated of course by the f ty-year�  
US blockade, by the collapse of the socialist bloc in the 
Soviet Union and eastern Europe, and more recently by the 
fall-out from the global recession of 2008.

On the surface, Cuba’s initiatives to address these  prob-
lems resemble Gorbachev’s in 1985–86. Gorbachev’s c all for 
a move from “extensive” to “intensive” development 
resembles the slogans of the recent congress of the  Cuban 
Communist Party, “Production” and “E ciency.” Gorbac hev’s�  
moves to develop joint ventures, co-operatives and private 
enterprise sound similar to the new directions outl ined by 
the PCC congress. Below the surface, however, the d ier� -
ences in the problems and approaches loom larger th an the 
similarities.

When Yuri Andropov and Mikhail Gorbachev began to t ackle 
the accumulated problems of Soviet socialism in the  1980s 
they did so against a sixty-year historical backdro p that was 
much more stressful and contentious than Cuba’s.

The Soviets had had to undertake breakneck industri ali-
sation and forced agricultural collectivisation. Th ey had to 
forge multinational unity. They had to withstand th e 
internal divisions generated by erstwhile revolutio nary 
leaders who went over to the side of counter-revolu tion, 
some of whom became conspirators with foreign enemi es of 
the revolution. They had to undergo the trials and 
repressions of the 1930s. And, of course, they had to survive 
the supreme test of the Nazi invasion. As if that w ere not 
enough, then came the task of post-war reconstructi on after 
a loss of perhaps twenty-seven million citizens, an d the four-
decade-long military burden of the Cold War.

Cuba’s road to socialism has been hard and long. Th e 
Cuban revolution beat back the US-sponsored Bay of Pigs 
invasion and recurrent acts of counter-revolutionar y terror-
ism that cost the lives of some three thousand of i ts citizens. 
The revolution experienced defections. At times it had to 
impose repression. Above all it suered—and suers—th e� �  
cruel, illegal and relentless US blockade.

The blockade is not only a drag on Cuban economic 
development: it represents the US drive to strangle  social-
ism in Cuba. That obstinate drive takes many non-ec onomic 
forms: the funding of so-called “dissidents,” the s ponsorship 
of bogus “democracy” movements, and a non-stop ideo logical 
campaign against Cuba. The ideological campaign is reected �  
even in the struggle over how these latest reforms are to be 
interpreted.

But these travails never reached the scale or destr uctive-
ness of what the Soviet Union suered, nor did they leave�  
the legacy of division. To a remarkable degree, the  Cubans 
have been able to preserve revolutionary morale and  
national unity. They see the building of socialism as a full � -
ment of national independence and national destiny,  outlined 
by José Martí in the struggle against colonial Spai n and 
Yankee imperialism.

A second major dierence has to do with the focus of  reform.�  
Almost every left-wing commentator, including Fidel  Castro, 
viewed the initial economic reforms that Andropov a nd 
Gorbachev undertook to improve intensive developmen t, 
e ciency, productivity and quality as sensible and l ong over� -
due. Almost immediately, however, Gorbachev lost th e focus 
on economics and initiated reckless and sweeping ch anges in 
Soviet foreign and domestic policy, practices, pers onnel, and 
ideology, with neither clear objectives nor the peo ple’s 
consent.

Within a year of proposing the acceleration of econ omic 
development Gorbachev launched from above a dubious  anti-
alcohol campaign, declared that Soviet foreign poli cy would 
no longer be guided by class principles but by univ ersal 
human values, made unilateral concessions to the Un ited 
States on armaments and Afghanistan, began undermin ing 
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, and turned  the 
media over to elements opposed to the party and to 
socialism.

By contrast, the Cuban guidelines are tightly geare d to 
improving production and e ciency. No sign whatsoeve r has�  
emerged that the Cuban Communist Party intends to f ollow 
the top-down, broad, unfocused and undisciplined sh ock 
therapy that transformed the Soviet Union in ve yea rs from�  
an imperfect socialism into gangster capitalism.

A third dierence has to do with the treatment of pr ivate�  
property. In both the Soviet Union and Cuba a subst antial 
black market or second economy developed. Its measu re-
ment is problematic, but it is safe to say that in the Soviet 
Union this cancer was much greater and more problem atic 
in 1985 than it is in Cuba today, and the accompany ing cor-
ruption had spread throughout the CPSU. The real pr oblem 
in the Soviet Union was that Gorbachev’s reforms no t only 
legalised much previously illegal economic activity  but that 
he rushed headlong to allow private enterprise, und er the 
guise of fake “co-operatives,” dismantled central p lanning, 
opened wide the door to foreign investment, and beg an the 
wholesale transformation of state property into pri vate 
property.

It is true that the Cuban reforms imply a modest ex pan-
sion of capitalist relations of production. This wi ll inevitably 
reinforce petty-bourgeois consciousness in a sector  of the 
population. Such a policy has risks. However, unlik e the 
Soviets, the Cubans, though encouraging some privat e 
enterprises and giving greater responsibility to th e manage-
ment of state enterprises, are doing so in a carefu l, discip-
lined and measured way, with guidelines and limitat ions. 
The guidelines that the PCC has forwarded to the Na tional 
Congress of People’s Power declare, for example, th at the 
socialist state enterprise will remain “the princip al form of 
the national economy,” that the planning process wi ll 
encompass both state and non-state entities, that “ the con-
centration of property . . . shall not be permitted ,” and that 
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“the separation of state and enterprise functions w ill take 
place through a gradual and ordered process.”

The reform process in Cuba will entail a greater ro le for 
the PCC, a party that is clearly close to the Cuban  people, 
not the weakening, disorganisation and elimination of the 
CPSU that occurred in the USSR.

Cubans may speak of “changing their economic model, ” but 
they use the word “model” dierently from how it is used in�  
the United States. By “model” they mean a set of ec onomic 
policies suited to the concrete needs of socialist construction 
in a given period of medium duration.

Since 1959 revolutionary Cuba has reformed its “mod el” 
several times. The model in the early days of the r evolution 
was to begin the socialist transformation: to natio nalise the 
big foreign companies, distribute land to the landl ess, cope 
with the US blockade by diversifying trade to the s ocialist 
lands, and create the rst planning institutions. �

In 1975 the Second PCC Congress debated new socio-
economic guidelines. In 1976 these led to the rst v e-year� �  
plan. In 1985 the Third PCC Congress began a “recti cation�  
process” that entailed dismantling some market mech anisms 
and enhancing economic centralisation.

In the Special Period, beginning about 1990 (its wo rst 
years were in the mid-1990s), the loss of Soviet ai d and 
socialist markets, and the tightening of the US blo ckade, 
caused Cuba to seek a new model. As an emergency 
measure, it drastically altered its policies. It bu ilt up tour-
ism, instituted two currencies, enforced belt-tight ening 
wherever possible, conserved foreign exchange, turn ed state 
farms into co-ops and allowed limited private enter prise in 
the retail sector but all the while conserved earli er advances 
in health care and education.

The present reforms address long-term and short-ter m 
problems, including, for example, the oversta ng pro blem�  
at state-owned enterprises, the unlikelihood of the  end of the 
US blockade any time soon, and the decline of expor ts stem-
ming from the world economic crisis that began in 2 008. In 
its new model, Cuba is mobilising its unused reserv es of 
labour, redeploying some labour, incentivising labo ur to 
increase output, fostering certain private enterpri ses in con-
struction supplies and elsewhere, giving greater au tonomy 
and responsibility to state enterprises, and foster ing agri-
cultural co-operatives on fallow land. Not tackling  these 

problems would also pose risks.

After a year of discussion and revision of the init ial PCC 
draft guidelines by the people as a whole, in study  groups, 
work-places, residential districts, trade unions, a nd other 
venues, the draft guidelines were then discussed in  the 
provinces. In April 2011 they were discussed and re vised by 
the party congress itself. Many changes occurred in  this pro-
cess. For example, the redeployment of 500,000 work ers, the 
original proposal, was reduced, after discussion, t o 300,000. 
The guidelines, now numbering 313, will be turned i nto laws 
and policy by the Cuban parliament, the National As sembly 
of People’s Power.

The whole process is a dramatic illustration of the  search 
for informed consent from below. No such process ex isted in 
1985–1991 in the Soviet Union.

In short, the Cubans have learnt from the disastrou s course 
pursued by Gorbachev. They are cognisant of the uni queness 
of their history and present situation, and aware o f what 
went wrong in the Soviet Union. They are avoiding s weep-
ing, unfocused, top-down, divisive changes. They ar e keeping 
the reform process democratic, measured, and focuse d on 
improving economic performance.

Though they intend to improve economic e ciency and �  
increase production and productivity by giving grea ter 
autonomy and responsibility to state enterprises an d by 
allowing the formation of non-state entities, inclu ding co-
operative and private businesses, they are doing so  gradually 
and within a web of regulations, limitations, and t axation.

The reforms represent not opportunism but a policy of 
struggle against existing economic conditions and c ontra-
dictions: against imperialism, against the blockade , against 
the eects of the world recession. The Cubans give e very�  
indication of understanding the pitfalls into which  the Soviet 
Union fell, and of avoiding them. Without endangeri ng the 
hard-won gains and unity of the past, without sacri cing the �  
involvement of the people and the fundamentals of s ocialism, 
they are determined to nd their own way forward. Th eir�  
reforms dier from the Soviet reforms as much as Var adero�  
Beach diers from the Siberian tundra. �

This, at any rate, is our early take on Cuba ’s new  path.

Spa in’ s ide ology-free pr otest
HAT the youth of Spain are angry was indicated by t he twenty thousand who camped inTthe Puerta del Sol—emblematic dead centre of Spain— day after day from 15 May onwards. 

The banners and placards of these protesters, refer red to as “indignados,”  called for 
adequately paid work, housing, and an end to the pr esent government’s austerity measures 
and o cial corruption. Predictable anti-system sloga ns were also prominent.�

In Catalunya, scene of the most 
vigorous protests, which inspired 
brutal police action, the health cuts 
announced by the autonomous region’s 
new conservative nationalist govern-
ment became the focus of discontent.

This protest, which generated a 
festive, carnival-like ambience, spread 
to more than a hundred cities and 
towns in Spain. Young Spaniards pro-
tested in front of their embassies and 
consulates in London, Brussels, and 
other cities.

The protest in the Puerta del Sol 
continued, albeit somewhat reduced, 
for one week following Spain’s general 
election on the 22nd. Protesters deed �  

a ban on their assembly imposed by 
Spain’s Electoral Commission, to be 
eec� tive on the 21st (called “the day of 
reec� tion”) and on the election date 
itself.

The leaders of the protest advised 
prospective voters either not to vote at 
all or to return blank ballot papers. 2.8 
per cent of voters did just that, 
amounting to slightly over half a 
million of the total vote cast.

Spain’s youth have every reason to 
be angry. They see themselves, rightly, 
as having no future within the current 
neo-liberal socio-economic order. 
Whereas the country’s o cial un � -
employment rate, which tops 20 per 

cent, is the highest in Europe, 45 per 
cent of those in the 18–36 age group 
are, o cially, unemployed. � Indignados 
claim that the real gure is much �  
higher than that.

Given Spain’s notoriously low 
social-welfare support for the un-
employed, parents are stuck with the 
upkeep of ospring who should be �  
working and independent. Further-
more, it is a demonstrable fact that 
many of those who have jobs are ill-
paid and have contratos de basura, 
literally “rubbish contracts,” which give 
employers the right to unilaterally take 
the decision to sack them.

They are also angry at government 
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austerity measures, which they see as a 
result of the kowtowing of Spain’s 
social-democratic PSOE party to 
Franco-German pressure.

The organisers of the protest move-
ment are hoping that this anger can be 
channelled into an organised and per-

manent expression, independent of the 
present hegemonic political forces in 
Spain.

They attempted to organise the 
Puerta del Sol protesters into “commis-
sions” to discuss their response to the 
crisis and a new way forward to solve 

the many economic and social prob-
lems now facing the youth here. The 
results of these deliberations have still 
to be assessed.

However, surveys of the political 
opinions of participants in the protest 
indicate a lack of a clear political focus 
on the part of the majority of the indig-
nados.  Almost 90 per cent reject either 
the PSOE, the party of government, or 
the PP, main party of the opposition. 
However, when questioned about their 
ideological orientation about 15 per 
cent declared themselves to be “social-
ist” and a slightly lesser number to be 
“liberal.”

In other words, the movement until 
now seems to lack the clear political 
vision that is needed if it is to become 
more that a minor irritant to the ruling 
class, and still less to gain the wide-
spread popular support it needs to 
eectively challenge the hegemony of �  
the current order.

The prognosis for the future of 
ideology-free ower power in Spain (or �  
elsewhere) is hardly encouraging.

[TMS]

Violence against trade unions that 
organise workers in the banana 
industry is increasing. On 26 May, Idar 
Joel Hernández Godoy, nance secre � -
tary of the banana workers’ union, 
SITRABI, was assassinated by a gun-
man on a motorcycle while driving 
through the village of Cristina to the 
union o ce in the town of Morales. �

This follows the murder on 10 April 
of a SITRABI o cial, Oscar Humberto �  
González Vásquez, killed by two men 
on a motorcycle in Nueva Chiriqui, 
Morales. A member of the SITRABI 
leadership, Marco Tulio Ramírez, was 
murdered in September 2007.

On 26 April, Basil Mahan Gahé, 
general secretary of the national trade 
union centre Dignité, was arrested at 
his home in Abidjan and taken into 
detention. The union o ce was sacked, �  
and many union o cers have gone into �  
hiding.

Since then the International Union 
of Food Workers and other inter-
national and national trade union 
centres, including the Ivory Coast 
national centre UGTCI as well as the 
director-general of the ILO, have con-
tacted the government authorities to 
demand his release and guarantees of 
his physical well-being.

The government of the Ivory Coast 

has refused to respond, or even to dis-
close the charges on which he is being 
held. Basil Mahan Gahé’s only contact 
with the outside world has been a brief 
visit from the Red Cross.

Repression against workers and their 
trade unions is nothing new in Turkey. 
Last month 111 trade union leaders 
and members, including the president 
of Tek Gda-  (the Turkish food � ��  
workers’ union), along with four other 
national o cers of the union and �  
twelve branch presidents, and present 
and former o cers of the national �  
centres DSK (confederation of revo � lu-
tionary trade unions) and KESK (con-
federation of public workers’ unions), 
have been indicted on criminal charges 
in connection with a demonstration in 
Ankara on 1 April in support of twelve 
thousand tobacco workers whose jobs 
and hard-won rights were eliminated 
overnight.

The charges carry prison terms of 
up to ve years. The trials, which �  
began on 3 June, are a massive attack 
on trade union rights and the rights of 
all workers.

Workers at Roquette America’s corn-
milling plant in Keokuk, Iowa, repre-
sented by the BCTGM, have been 
locked out of their jobs since 28 Sep-
tember for rejecting sweeping manage-

ment concessions that would perma-
nently roll back their pay and con-
ditions and those of future Roquette 
workers.

When the members rejected these 
proposals, the workers were given a 24-
hour ultimatum  to approve the 
company’s nal oer—and were then � �  
locked out.

The parent company, the French 
rm Roquette Frères, is the fourth- �

largest global manufacturer of starch 
and sugar derivatives. The company 
has won numerous awards for “respon-
sibility,” “sustainability,” and the other 
empty slogans of business jargon. The 
Keokuk workers have maintained a 
round-the-clock picket in search of 
these commitments.

The Northern Oil Company of Iraq has 
forcibly transferred the president of the 
Kirkuk Oil and Gas Workers’ Union, 
Jamal Abdul-Jabbar, to a remote site. 
Jamal recently led a walk-out in sup-
port of better rights for contract 
workers and for a better, safer working 
environment.

This forced move is a common tactic 
of the oil industry in Iraq, in the hope 
of removing union activists from their 
positions in the union and deterring 
other workers from taking action; but 
international pressure from unions 
often prevents such management 
bullying.
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Le gal cha lleng e to Governme nt  be trayal
UCCESSIVE Governments have not only signed away all  prots from the minerals �Sextracted from our land and sea but, it appears, ha ve acted illegally and have made the 

Irish people liable for massive nes imposed by the European Union. An Taisce, a voluntary�  
body, intends to reverse these illegal and highly c ontentious actions by Government ministers, 
which amount to acts of treason.

Last month in the Supreme Court 
Mr Justice Peart granted leave to An 
Taisce to pursue a judicial review case 
on the Corrib gas pipeline. This is a 
legal challenge to the nal act of the �  
previous minister, Pat Carey, on 25 
February before leaving o ce. On that �  
date Carey signed a letter granting the 
new consents applied for by Shell E&P 
Ireland Ltd for the Corrib pipeline 
development under section 40 of the 
Gas Act (1976), as amended, and for 
the plan of development under the 
Petroleum  and Other Minerals 
Development Act (1960).

This is further to the judicial review 
being pursued by An Taisce on a con-
sent granted by An Bord Pleanála in 
January 2010.

The chairperson of An Taisce, 

Charles Stanley-Smith, pointed to the 
“huge irony” in the fact that it is the 
Irish state (i.e. its citizens) that will be 
liable for nes of several million euros, �  
as a result of its government’s granting 
of consents that are in violation of EU 
law.

Despite the fact that the Irish state 
will not benet nancially from the gas � �  
extracted, it will have to pay nes for �  
non-compliance with EU directives on 
environmental management.

An Taisce is organising nationwide 
screenings of the acclaimed documen-
tary lm � The Pipe  to help raise funds 
for its legal challenge.
�  More information is available at the 
organisation’s web site, www.antaisce. 
ie .

[MNM]

 Art

Mexican art master at IMMA
HERE is an exhibition until 26 June at the Irish Mu seum of Modern Art in Kilmainham ofTa collection of paintings by Frida Kahlo (1907–1954 ) and her husband, Diego Rivera (1886–

1957), the two central gures of Mexican modernism. �
Rivera is more famous for his 

murals, while most of the portraits are 
Kahlo’s. It was not until decades after 
her death that Kahlo’s work was widely 
recognised.

In a life dominated by injury and ill-
health, many of her self-portraits are of 
pain, anger, and disappointment. Her 
art is not only inseparably tied in with 
this experience but is controversial for 
her self-cultivated public persona. She 
also expressed her glamour, her 
Mexican heritage, her sexuality and 
her communist leaning in all 
candidness.

“They thought I was a surrealist, 
but I wasn’t. I never painted dreams. I 
painted my own reality.”

Their lives were bound up not only 
with the eorts to promote their art �  
but with the turbulence of Mexican 
society—what comes after revolution—
but also with their active friendships 
(and conicts) with leading gures. � �  
Their own relationship was tempestu-
ous: they married, divorced, and re-
married within a year; Frida even had 
a brief love aair with the exiled �  
Trotsky.

Her life has been made into a lm, �  

called Frida (2002), which is a fairly 
accurate account of this exceptional 
woman, played by Salma Hayek; but 
this is the rst opportunity to see her �  
art in Ireland.

Rivera’s paintings are not as strik-

ing, for to demonstrate his achieve-
ments one would have to transport 
buildings, institutions and staircases 
from Mexico and the United States. He 

was rst and foremost a mural painter, �  
and the bigger the wall the more he 
was pleased!

He was one of the three greats of 
the Mexican muralist movement, the 
other two being Orozco and Siquieros. 
All were men of the left, with the latter 
and Rivera leading communists.

They largely rejected the notion of 
easel painting, arguing that art was 
made to be public and accessible to the 
masses.

At rst encouraged by government �  
contracts, they individually created 
vast murals, which remain worldwide 
attractions. The themes of many of 
them are based on the achievements of 
pre-Columbian native civilisations and 
the peasants’ and workers’ participa-
tion in the Mexican Revolution and 
their hopes for a better future.

The story of the creation and 
destruction of a Rivera mural, Man at 
the Crossroads,  commissioned by the 
Rockefeller Foundation in the United 
States, is featured in a lm, � The Cradle 
Will Rock  (1999), directed by Tim 
Robbins.

[TR]
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An Taisce is a voluntary body set 
up in 1948 to protect the natural, 
built and social heritage of Ireland. 
In the words of one of its founders, 
Robert Lloyd Praeger, “things of 
natural beauty or of human 
interest . . . need protection against 
dilapidation, against sequestration 
for private ends, and in recent 
times, against the actions of 
public bodies.”

And, more recently, Éanna Ní 
Lamhna: “Our land, so dearly won 
back after eight hundred years of 
oppression and conquest, was not 
won so that people could treat it in 
ways that disregard the common 
good.”



Scéal na Laoch, 1970–1973,  directed by Deirdre Walsh
CÉAL na Laoch  (“the heroes’ story”) is certainly a heroic one. I t tells how a group ofSparents in Ballymun, Dublin, set up an Irish-medium  school so that the children of their 

community could learn through the medium of the nat ional language.
The naming of the school, Scoil an 

tSeachtar Laoch (Seven Heroes’ 
School), reected the built environ � -
ment of Ballymun, in that the seven 
highly visible towers (fteen storeys �  
high!) were each named after one of the 
seven signatories of the Proclamation 
of the Irish Republic, 1916.

This documentary was made by 
Deirdre Walsh, who is a past pupil of 
the school, and was screened for the 
rst time in the Axis Theatre in Bally � -

mun on 24 May before an enthusiastic 
audience largely composed of friends, 
families, teachers and former pupils of 
Scoil an tSeachtar Laoch.

Sadly, some of the founders of the 
school have recently passed away, and 
tribute was paid to Peggy Walsh, 
Brendan Pringle and Antóin Mac Giolla 
Rua as well as the original school prin-
cipal, Pádraig Ó hEarcáin.

The lm was introduced by the �  
director of the Axis Centre, Ray Yeates, 
who praised the director for her dedi-
cation and hard work in getting the 
lm o the ground and credited Oliver � �  

McGlinchey for rst suggesting that a �  
lm be made about the campaign to set �  

up the rst Irish-medium school in a �  
working-class community.

Dónal Ó Loinsigh, the present prin-
cipal of Scoil an tSeachtar Laoch, also 
had high praise for the lm’s director �  
for showing such an interest in the 
project, and for the parents and com-
munity that have sustained the school 
not just at its inception but consis-
tently through the thirty-eight years of 
its existence.

Among those present was Mick 
Morgan, secretary of the local GAA 
club, Setanta, who had this to say: “I 
thought it was brilliant. It explained 
the reasons for Ballymun existing in 
the rst place and the courage and �  
determination of ordinary working-
class people to overcome the power and 
hypocrisy of church and state.”

Forty-one years after the idea of an 

Irish-medium school was rst discussed �  
among a group of people in Ballymun, 
the school they set up is still our � ish-
ing, with 195 pupils on the roll; and in 
fact another Irish-medium primary 
school was set up because of the long 
waiting-list for Scoil an tSeachtar 
Laoch.

The lm opens with scenes from �  
present-day Ballymun, reecting the �  
social and environmental changes that 
have taken place in recent times. These 
images contrast sharply with archive 
footage of the then ultra-modern satel-
lite town sited among the green elds �  
of north Dublin farmland, with poor 
infrastructure and facilities inadequate 
for a population that equalled that of 
Limerick.

Present-day interviews with parents 
and past pupils are intercut with inter-
views done by current aairs pro � -
grammes of the 1970s, and the story 
that emerges is one of a few “extra-
ordinary ordinary” people whose quest 
was frustrated by the opposition of the 
powers that be.

Nowadays we are used to jargon 
such as “capacity-building,” “local con-
sultation,” and “empowering com-
munities,” but as Walsh’s lm makes �  
clear, the hierarchy of the Catholic 
Church and the Department of Edu-
cation had no interest in empowering 
these parents. Public representatives 
were equally unsupportive of their 
campaign.

Some of the parents’ meetings were 
lmed by current aairs programmes � �  

such as “Féach” at the time, and 
through clips from these programmes 
we can see that their vision for an 
Irish-medium school in Ballymun was 
clearly articulated.

With a disused school in the area 
there was certainly an opportunity to 
try out this visionary project. In-
credibly, the Irish-speaking parish 
priest refused to let the school be used 
for this purpose.

However, the people persevered in 
the face of all adversity, and their vision 
came to fruition in July 1973, when the 
school opened with forty pupils and 
four teachers.

Another facet of this remarkable 
project was the cultural and religious 
diversity of the campaigners, reected �  
in the fact that the formal opening of 
the school was an ecumenical one, with 
representatives of both the Catholic 
and Protestant churches o ciating. �  
One of the four teachers (a member of 
the Church of Ireland) recalls that the 
newspapers of the day ignored this and 
instead tried to make less attering �  
insinuations against the school.

This is a documentary that needs to 
be seen by anyone interested in com-
munity development, in politics, or in 
the Irish language. It will be screened 
by Dublin Community Television, and 
a preview can be seen on its web site, 
www.dctv.ie .

[MNM]

Her itage
AST month the Irish Film Institute Lscreened two lms from  the �  

National Archive of Irish Film depict-
ing the visit of two previous presi-
dents of the United States, John F. 
Kennedy and Ronald Reagan. The 

lms reected how much had� �  
changed between the 1960s and 1980s 
in the Irish people’s perception of US 
foreign policy.

The enthusiastic reception for JFK 
contrasted sharply with the huge 

demonstrations against Reagan and his 
Central American policies. What was so 
striking about the crowds in the 
Reagan protests was that they were 
clearly people from every section of 
Irish society. The lm showed the �  
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creativity of the home-made posters 
and banners, and the imaginative and 
theatrical displays of dissent.

It was fascinating to see the way the 
capital city looked twenty-seven years 
ago, shop fronts and buildings now 
gone, and also the people’s hairstyles 

and clothing. It seemed less frenetic, 
with a greater diversity of ages in the 
crowds—perhaps it was easier for 
elderly citizens to get around then. 
Children then often made their way 
around unaccompanied too.

The IFI has regular screenings of 

lm from the archive, twice weekly, on �  
Mondays and Wednesdays, at 1:10 p.m. 
Admission free.

[MNM]
�  The Irish Film Institute is at 6 
Eustace Street, Dublin. Further infor-
mation: www.ifi.ie .
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Uni ted we stand
recall a feeling—I imagine one shared by many here— when I rst came to the idea of “the �I end of history.” A at feeling. Deating. The notion that the collapse of the Soviet bloc� �  

heralded “the end point of mankind’s ideological ev olution and the universalisation of Western 
liberal democracy as the nal form of human governme nt.”�

Recently I had the great good for-
tune to spend a weekend in Prague. 
While there, sitting outside a balmy 
coee shop, I looked up Wenceslas �  
Square towards the national museum. 
My eyes passed over the Golden Arches 
of McDonald’s, the shiny exterior of a 
strip club, and the handsome buildings 
of the streetscape, and that quotation 
returned to my mind.

Again, I imagine, like many others 
in this country, I watched with a some-
what detached interest as the Velvet 
Revolution played out in Czecho-
slovakia and the Berlin Wall collapsed. 
Now, twenty-odd years later, it is we 
who are at the epicentre of a collapsing 
order.

Make no mistake: this crisis engulf-
ing us is real and potentially world-

order-changing in its magnitude. The 
changes on our horizon are at the very 
least on a par with those that followed 
the collapse of the USSR. It is no 
exaggeration to say that capitalism is 
teetering on the edge. The unfettered 
“light-touch regulation” that in ideo-
logical frenzy has torpedoed our 
country has also ensured that we will 
be at the epicentre of the changes 
poised to sweep through our continent 
and the wider world.

The powerful and wealthy are ght � -
ing tooth and nail to maintain their 
status and privilege: one need only 
observe the gusto with which €3,000-a-
week politicians are chasing down 
€300-a-week workers if one requires 
evidence of this. The struggle is alive 
around us. The immediate battleelds �  

are health, education, and welfare.
We must reclaim our unity, our 

citizenship, and our society. We must 
not allow ourselves to be cast as tax-
payers, individuals, or consumers, 
because that facilitates our emascu-
lation by the status quo.

The old adage is true: “united we 
stand, divided we fall.” Let us reclaim 
our citizenship. We are all citizens who 
strive for a better society. Convince 
those who doubt it—friends, family, 
anyone you can—that they are not 
market-dwelling  consumers  but 
parents, children, workers, who live in 
a society, not a neo-liberal free market.

Our links with each other are our 
strength. Let’s cultivate them. United 
we stand.

[SW]

12

43 East Essex Street · Dublin 2
(01) 6708707

www.communistpartyofireland.ie

Join the struggle for socialism  ! Join the CPI.
Please send me information about membership of
the Communist Party of Ireland.

Name: ............................................. ........................................ ..

Address: .......................................... ....................................... ...

................................................... .................................................... ................................ ................................................... ................................

................................................... ................................................... .................................

Phone: ............................................ ....  E-mail: ..................................... .......................

õ  CPI, 43 East Essex Street, Dublin 2   õ  CPI, PO Box 85, Belfast BT1 1SR

CPI
'

Established 1942
Dublin’s oldest radical bookshop

� Irish history
� Current aa � irs
� Marxist classics
� Trade union aa � irs
� Environmental issues
� Philosophy
� Radical periodicals

CONNOLLY BOOKS
43 East Essex Street

Dublin 2
(01) 6708707

connollybooks@eircom.net

BOOKS
CONNOLLY|

“ ”


